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Psalm 23







   Pastor Paul Horn

Wanted: One Good Shepherd

I.  Who provides for his sheep

II.  Who protects his flock

1The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.   2 He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, 3 he restores my soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 6 Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  

I don’t know about you, but I hardly ever read the classified section of newspaper, unless I’m looking for something specific.  Maybe you scan the classifieds every day, just out of curiosity, to see what’s out there.  Maybe your eyes even sometimes arrive at the personal ads, and you browse through them, curious as to what people are looking for in a companion.  SWF seeking SWM, non smoker, enjoys long walks on the beach and quiet nights in front of the fireplace.  People seek other people for companionship through want ads.  The law enforcement also places want ads, only it’s not for companionship.  While you wait in line at the post office you can page through the FBI’s most wanted lists.  Sheriffs of the old west posted personal wanted signs, “Wanted: dead or alive.  Reward: $1,000.”

Israel printed their own personal want ad to the LORD.  They said, “God, we want a shepherd, a king, like the other nations, to lead us into battle, to keep us safe.”  So God gave them kings, but many of them were a disappointment. King David, perhaps the greatest example of a shepherd, successfully lead his people into battle and fed them spiritually with God’s Word.  Yet his reign was plagued with problems.  He couldn’t protect his people completely.  David was forced to run away from Jerusalem so son Absalom wouldn’t kill him.  David wasn’t able to completely provide for his subjects.  Out of pride David took a census of his army to showcase Israel’s military might.  God’s anger burned against David’s sin and he sent a death plague on Israel for 3 days.  Thousands of people died.  The kings of Israel were incomplete shepherds.  As Christians we want a complete shepherd, one who will protect, provide, so we place our own personal want ad this morning, “Wanted: One Good Shepherd; one who provides for his sheep, one who protects his flock.”
I.  …who provides for his sheep
Did you know that sheep are more costly to raise than other domestic animal?  Because they require so much of the rancher’s time and attention.  The rancher needs to have someone watch them at all times.  Sheep are not the smartest of God’s creatures.  Someone’s in the house but the light’s not on.  They will blindly follow one another down a canyon, unable to get back out.  They will stand out in the freezing rain, unable to move.  Their instincts about danger are not always correct, which make them easy prey for wild animals.  The rancher needs a good shepherd to constantly watch his flock.

You and I know that it’s not easy being sheep in the 21st century.  You have a mortgage to pay on the sheep pen, you need to keep up with the sheep in the next pasture, a bigger, better feeding trough; the family sheep wagon is in the mechanic’s shop; family life is a wreck, your little lambs won’t listen to you, your parents’ health is failing, you have your own aches and pains; your job isn’t so great, (providing wool for the farmer), you always seem to be overwhelmed with work; never have enough time to relax, always busy, busy, busy.  And when you do try to find rest, you don’t run after the Good Shepherd, but you wander off to the bottom of a bottle or prescription pill jar.  Rest is found two mouse clicks away on an internet site you know you shouldn’t be visiting.  Rest is found at the shopping center by maxing-out the credit card.  Rest is found in your hobbies and personal interests.  And yet, you are never completely satisfied by these activities.

When we try to find respite from our stress on our terms in our own way, when we don’t first take it to the Lord in prayer, we cause ourselves a bigger problem; sin.  We’re saying, “God isn’t big enough to handle these problems.  And I’m too impatient to wait, so I’ll do it myself.”  Sin cuts off any right relationship we would want to have with our Savior.  Sin cuts us off from our Good Shepherd. And without a shepherd, we sheep are lost.  That’s not a position we sheep want to be in.  Just like a flock of sheep we need constant attention.  We always need help.  We need a Good Shepherd who will always watch over us.  We need a Good Shepherd to bring us true peace that this world cannot give.

Listen to how your Savior responds to your personal want ad: “I am the Good Shepherd.  The Good Shepherd 

lays down his life for the sheep.” (John 10:11)  Why would a shepherd want to put his own life on the line for a bunch of sheep who love to wander, who are faithless, don’t listen and are disobedient?  Your Good Shepherd laid down his life for you because he loves you, because he does not want to see any of his sheep perish.  This is the great care and patience and love your Good Shepherd has for you.  He has exceeded the your requests in your help wanted ad and gives you more than you could ever want, know or feel.

And when you wander off and try to do your own thing, he says, “Dear sinner, come back to the fold.  Repent.  And let me show you true rest.  Follow me to these green pastures and lay down beside these quiet waters.  Here I will restore your soul.”  King David was not talking about Saunders Springs in Psalm 23.  Although you could go there this afternoon, sit in the grass and listen to the flowing streams and cascading waterfalls all day and you would be relaxed.  But in Psalm 23 King David is talking about more than just physical tranquility.  Jesus in John 4:14 said, “The water I give will be a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”  In John 6:35 said, “I am the bread of life.  He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.”  These green pastures and quiet waters are the words of your Good Shepherd; words of peace, mercy, forgiveness, love and eternal life.  Jesus says, “Are you stressed out?  Do your sins burden you?  Follow me.  I bring you true rest.  Eat and drink from my word.  Digest what I have done for you.  Because here in my word you find eternal rest.  Jesus said in Matthew 11:28, “Come to me all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”  How often are you weary and burdened?  Everyday, if you’re like me.  Jesus says, “Come to me, dear sheep.  I will give you rest.”  1Peter 5:7 says, “Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.”  Jesus took care of your biggest problem, sin.  He will take care of your other stresses and anxieties.

II.  …who protects his flock
    Not only do we want a Good Shepherd who provides for his sheep, but one who also protects them.  This past month a television commercial aired that pictured two boys riding their bikes together down the street.  One boy was wearing his helmet, the other was not.  The boy who was not wearing a helmet constantly mocked and degraded the other boy for wearing his bicycle helmet.  Suddenly he runs his head smack into a pile of 2x4’s hanging out the back of a pickup truck.  The commercial urged parents to encourage their children to wear a helmet in order to protect them.  As our Good Shepherd Jesus protects us from true spiritual harm.  He never wants to see one of his sheep devoured by our enemies.

What enemies do you have?  Maybe some unruly neighbors, your ex, or if you are ever engaged on a battlefield it isn’t too hard to figure out who your enemies are.  The enemies that your Good Shepherd wants to protect you from are those who can destroy your soul; those who challenge you and make you doubt your belief in the truth; that would be Satan, the godless society we live in and even your own sinful flesh.  These enemies all harass you through the valley of the shadow of death – a picture not just of dying, but of all dangers we as Christians face.  When the darkness and terror of your sins surround you, when guilt haunts your conscience, when Satan tempts you to walk off the path of righteousness, when your faith becomes weak because you haven’t listened to the voice of your Good Shepherd, when death comes near…when these wild mountain lions take the confidence out of the heart of the sheep, the sheep look for a Shepherd to protect them.

King David understood what it meant to be surrounded by enemies on all sides, to be harassed, both physical enemies and spiritual.  But he also knew were to find security, “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for you are with me, your rod and your staff they comfort me.”  Your entire life is a walk through the valley of the shadow of death.  Every step you take is another step closer to facing your final enemy, death.  But Jesus answers your help wanted ad.  He will protect you as you walk through this life.  A shepherd uses his staff to protect his sheep.  He fights off the ferocious wolves and bears that threaten to devour the flock.  Jesus protects you with the staff of his almighty Word to ward off your enemies.  He uses the rod of his holy Scriptures to remind you that he defeated your enemies.  He laid down his life to crush Satan.  He took his life back up again to destroy death.  So when you face your final enemy, death, you will not fear, for he is with you.  He is your ultimate protection.

The Visa credit card company aired a series of commercials and used five burly football players to represent the five layers of Visa credit card protection.  Soldiers wear Kevlar to protect them from shrapnel and bullets.  Parents encourage their children to wear a bicycle helmet to protect them from accident.  Nothing protects your soul like your Good Shepherd.  Your ultimate protection will be in heaven, when he will prepare a table before you in the presence of your enemies.  Your most dangerous enemies, Satan and death, will stand by helpless as they watch Jesus prepare a feast for you in heaven, an eternal banquet.  And they will not be able to touch you.

So did we find the Good Shepherd we were looking for?  Wanted: One Good Shepherd.  One who provides for his sheep.  Yep, Jesus does that.  He leads me beside quiet waters and green pastures.  He gives me eternal rest.  One who protects his flock.  Check, Jesus does that too.  May your soul find true rest in the green pastures and quiet waters of your Good Shepherd’s Word.  May your soul find security in your Good Shepherd’s staff.  Amen.

